SUGAR GROVE

WORSHIP GOD IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

THEME FOR JUNE: PRAISE
CHOIR LET THERE BE PRAISE
(CONGREGATION JOIN IN)
ACOLYTES PRESENT THE “LIGHT”
WORSHIP HIM ...
*WITH OUR PRAISE

LET EVERYTHING THAT HAS BREATH
*CALL TO WORSHIP

The word of life is ours to receive.

The good news is available to be shared.

We will sing praises to God’s holy name.
We will tell of God’s faithfulness day by day.

*Prayer of Adoration
(Congregation may be seated)

Prayer of Confession (Reap IN UNISON)

God of peace, we confess that we have relied too
much on the weapons of war. We are more ready to
honor warriors than to give support to those who
work diligently for justice and equality of opportunity.
We extol our accumulation of gadgets over a balanced
sharing of resources. We are more interested in secur-
ing your support for our desires than in conforming
ourselves to your will. You have given us much, and
we have misspent this abundance, creating idols and
pursuing illusions of pleasure. O God, forgive us and
re-center us in ways that really matter. Amen.

Call to Worship, Confession, Offertory from Led By Love, Lavon Bayler

JUNE 28, 2009

DECLARATION OF PARDON

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9 NIV

WITH A HYMN My SAVIOR’S LOVE HYMN 256
SHARING WITH THE YOUNG DISCIPLES
SPECIAL MUSIC

WITH HIS TITHE AND OUR OFFERINGS
WITH PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THROUGH PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
YOU ARE INVITED TO THE ALTAR FOR ANY OF YOUR PRAYER
CONCERNS.
LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS AND DEBTORS)

SERMON “REASON TO PRAISE”
LUKE 17:11-19

BY RESPONDING TO THE WORD:

*BY SINGING A HYMN
I GAVE MY LIFE FOR THEE HYMN 417
ALTAR CALL: YOU ARE INVITED TO THE ALTAR
*BY RECEIVING THE BLESSING
OH, How HE LOVES YOU AND ME HYMN 558

AS ACOLYTES TAKE THE “LIGHT” INTO THE WORLD

*STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

AKA MINISTRY IN ACTION
Choir Practice will be held today at 5:15PM.

During this evening service BJ Crider will share his ex-
perience at General Assembly.

Wednesday gathering will continue the study of Gene-
sis.

Sugar Beats for July are at Information Station.

PRAISE. In the OT the words for praise mainly used are halal,
the root meaning of which is connected with making a noise;
yada, which was originally associated with the bodily actions
and gestures which accompany praising; and zamar, which is
associated with the playing or singing of music. In the NT
eucharistein (lit. ‘to give thanks’) is the favourite word, imply-
ing on the part of the person who praises the attitude of one
more intimate with the person praised than in the more formal
eulogein, ‘to bless’.

The whole of the Bible is punctuated with outbursts of praise.
They rise spontaneously from the ‘basic mood’ of joy which marks
the life of the people of God. God takes pleasure and delight in his
works of creation (Gn. 1; Ps. 104:31; Pr. 8:30—31), and all creation,
including the angels, expresses its joy in praise (Jb. 38:4—7; Rev. 4:6
—11). Man also was created to rejoice in God’s works (Ps. 90:14—16)
and fulfils this purpose by accepting God’s gifts (Ec. 8:15; 9:7; 11:9;
Phil. 4:4, 8; cf. also W. Eichrodt, Man in the Old Testament, 1951, p.
35).

The coming of the kingdom of God into the midst of this world is
marked by the restoration of joy and praise to the people of God and
the whole creation (Is. 9:2; Ps. 96:11—-13; Rev. 5:9—14; Lk. 2:13—-14), a
foretaste of which is already given in the ritual and worship of the
Temple where praise arises from sheer joy in the redeeming presence
of God (Dt. 27:7; Nu. 10:10; Lv. 23:40). The praise of God is rendered
on earth for the works both of creation and redemption (Pss. 24;
136), this being an echo on earth of the praise of heaven (Rev. 4:11;
5:9—10). Praise, therefore, is a mark of the people of God (1 Pet. 2:9;
Eph. 1:3—14; Phil. 1:11). It is the mark of the heathen that they refuse
to render it (Rom. 1:21; Rev. 16:9). The act of praising implies the
closest fellowship with the One who is being praised. ‘Therefore
praise not merely expresses but completes the enjoyment; it is its
appointed consummation. ... In commanding us to glorify Him, God
is inviting us to enjoy Him’ (C. S. Lewis, Reflections on the Psalms,
1958, p. 95).

Yet praise to God is frequently commanded from men as a duty

(Continued on page 2)




and is obviously not meant to depend on mood or feeling or circum-
stances (cf. Jb. 1:21). To ‘rejoice before the Lord’ is part of the or-
dered ritual of the common life of his people (Dt. 12:7; 16:11—12), in
which men encourage and exhort one another to praise. Though
there are psalms which express the praise of the individual, it was
always felt that praise could best be rendered within the congrega-
tion (Pss. 22:25; 34:3; 35:18), where praise not only gives honour
and pleasure to God (Ps. 50:23) but also bears testimony to God’s
people (Ps. 51:12—15).

Elaborate arrangements were made for the conduct of praise in
the Temple by the Levites. The Psalms were used in the liturgy and
in sacred processions with ‘glad shouts and songs’ (Ps. 42:4). The
singing was probably antiphonal, involving two choirs, or soloist
and choir. Dancing, from earliest times a means of expressing praise
(Ex. 15:20; 2 Sa. 6:14), was also used in the Temple to this end (Pss.
149:3; 150:4). Ps. 150 gives a list of musical instruments used in the
praise. (*MUSIC AND MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS.)

The early Christians continued to express their gladness by at-
tending worship in the Temple (Lk. 24:53; Acts 3:1). But their ex-
perience of new life in Christ was bound to express itself in new
forms of praise (Mk. 2:22). Joy was the dominant mood of the
Christian life, and though the formal worship and praise which it
inspired is not explicitly described or prescribed, this was because it
was so much taken for granted. As those who experienced and wit-
nessed the healing and cleansing power of Jesus broke out sponta-
neously into praise (Lk. 18:43; Mk. 2:12), so also in the apostolic
church there are frequent examples of such spontaneous outbursts,
as men began to see and understand the power and goodness of God
in Christ (Acts 2:46; 3:8; 11:18; 16:25; Eph. 1:1-14).

The Psalms were undoubtedly used to express the praise of the
early church (Col. 3:16; ¢f. Mt. 26:30). There were also new Chris-
tian hymns (cf. Rev. 5:8—14), referred to in Col. 3:16; 1 Cor. 14:26.
We have examples of such inspiration to new forms of praise in the
*MAGNIFICAT, *BENEDICTUS and *NUNC DIMITTIS (Lk. 1:46—55, 68—
79; 2:29—32). Elsewhere in the text of the NT there are examples of
the formal praise of the early church. It seems likely from its literary
form and content that Phil. 2:6—11 was composed and used as a
hymn of praise to Christ. Probably there are echoes of, or quotations
from, early hymns in such passages as Eph. 5:14 and 1 Tim. 3:16.
The doxologies in the book of Revelation (cf. Rev. 1:4—7; 5:9—14;
15:3—4) must have been used in public worship to express the praise
of the congregation (cf. A. B. Macdonald, Christian Worship in the
Primitive Church, 1934).

The close connection between praise and sacrifice should be
noted. In the sacrificial ritual of the OT a place was found for the
sacrifice of thanksgiving as well as of expiation (cf. Lv. 7:11—21).
Gratitude was to be the fundamental motive behind the bringing of
the first-fruits to the altar (Dt. 26:1—11). In the sincere offering of
praise itself there is a sacrifice which pleases God (Heb. 13:15; Ho.
14:2; Ps. 119:108). In the priestly self-offering of Jesus this aspect of
thanksgiving finds its place (Mk. 14:22—23, 26; Jn. 17:1—2; Mt. 11:25
—26). The life of the Christian should, correspondingly, be a self-
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We are glad you are celebrating with us. It is our hope that
you will experience the presence of Almighty God. May He
inspire you to continue on your journey of faith. Allow God
to richly bless you today as you participate in the service.

++++Nursery +++++
A nursery is provided for children age 3 and under for your
convenience. It is located in the fellowship hall through the
south doors of the narthex. Please ask an usher if you need
any assistance.

Gary Carlton. Pastor
Church 965-4435, Home 965-4358, Cell 615-618-4448

Website: sugargrovecp.org, Email: pastor@sugargrovecp.org

Session

Class of 2009
David Travis 965-5160 Shaun Wesmoland 965-2831
Class of 2010
*Micheal Travis 812-454-6437
Class of 2011
Devin Brewer 965-5620 Terry Coleman 270-667-7300
Billy Joe Crider 965-9676

Becky McKinzie 965-0037

*Elder of the month

offering of gratitude (Rom. 12:1) in fulfilment of his royal priesthood (Rev.
1:5-6; 1 Pet. 2:9), and the fact that such a sacrificial self-offering can be
made in a real way in the midst of suffering, links suffering and praise to-
gether in the Christian life (Phil. 2:17). Thanksgiving sanctifies not only
suffering but all aspects of the life of the Christian (1 Tim. 4:4—5; 1 Cor.
10:30—31; 1 Thes. 5:16—18). Whatever else be the burden of prayer, it must
include praise (Phil. 4:6).

BIBLIOGRAPHY. H. Ringgren, The Faith of the Psalmists, 1963; C. Wester-
mann, The Praise of God in the Psalms, 1965; A. A. Anderson, The Book of
Psalms, 1972, 1, pp. 31-36; H.-G. Link, NIDNTT 1, pp. 206—215; H.

Schultz, H.-H. Esser, NIDNTT 3, pp. 816—820. R.S.W.
Wood, D. R. W., Wood, D. R. W., & Marshall, I. H. (1996, c1982, c1962). New Bible Dictionary. Includes index.
(electronic ed. of 3rd ed.) (947). Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press.
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